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. NOo. 235-M
MEMORANDUM FPOR CORRESPONDENTS : Sept. 8, 1394

Secretary.of the Alr Force Shella E. Widnall today announced .

the completion of an Rir Forc¢e study to locata records that would
.explain an alleged 1947 UFO incident. Pro-UFQ researchera claim
an extraterrestrial spacacratt and ite. alien occupants were

recovered near Roswell, N.M., in July 1947 and thae fact was kept'¥ i

from the public.

_ At the request of Congres#sman. Steven H. Schiff (R-NH), the
Goneral Accounting Offfce in February 1994 initiated an audit to
locate all records related to tha Rogwell i{nc¢ident and to .
dataxmine if guch records wexq properly handlaed. The GAQ sudit
oentitled “Rocoxds Management Procedures Doaling With Weather

Balloon, Unknown Alrcraft, and Similar Crash Incidents® s not. yet
Qomplete. . : o . y 4

The GAQ audit involved & number of govexnmont agencies but
focused on tha Alr Porce. In support of the GAQ affort, the Alr
Forca initiatad a systematic gearch of o¢urrent Alx Porce officaes
as well as numexoua axchives and recoxds centers that might help
explaln the incident. Alx Force officials algo .interviewed a -
numbexr of persons who might have had knowledge of the events. .
Prior to 'the interviews, Becratary Widnall released thosa parsons
from any proviods security obligationa that might have restricted
their statements, : i : '

. The Alx Force research did not locata or devélop any
information that the "Roswell Incidant® wag a UFO avont nor was
thero-anY indication of a *"cover-up' by tha Alr Forcae, . '
Information obtained through exhAustive records eearches and
interviews indicated the material recovered near Roswell was
consistent with & balloon device of the typa used in a thon-
-¢lassified project. No recorxds indicated or savéen hinted at the
recovery of "alfen® bodies or extraterrastrial materials.

All documentation related to this case is now declassified
and the informalion is in tha public domain. .All documentation
has bean turned over to the Air Force Ristorian. fThe Air Yorce .

. report without attachmonts may ba obtalned by contacting Hajor
Thuraton, .Alr Porca Public Affairs, (703) 695-0640. The report
with all 33 attaclments is available for raview in the Pentagon

Library in Room 1A518. :
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